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- Black Hills 

Parks & Forests Association has brought 

together public lands in the Black Hills and 

Nebraska area in order to better serve and 

educate the numerous amounts of 

adventurers that flock to the region for its 

beautiful scenery and vast cultural history. 

Since 1946, we have been a voice for our 

partners through the production of site-

specific products, distributing educational 

and scientific publications produced by 

partner agencies, donating materials for 

use in interpretive programs and exhibits, 

and working to secure grants and funding.  

Our membership has grown significantly in 

the past year and we have an even 

stronger devotion to preserving our 

treasured public lands and truly making the 

visitor experience one of a kind. 

We are proud to promote the 

of our partner public lands—

now and for future generations! 
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Dear BHFPA Members, 

What are some of your favorite childhood memories?  What are some of your favorite adult 

memories?  For me, both sets of answers include many references to being outdoors, 

enjoying special times with family & friends.  Whether it was camping with my family in Texas 

as a young girl or hiking with my husband & grandsons in the beautiful Black Hills, those 

memories make me smile & take a deeper breath. 

As fellow members of the Black Hills Parks & Forests Associations, I would guess that your 

answers to the two questions might also have similar references to Mother Nature & the great 

experiences she provides.  Your membership in our Association helps assist our partner 

agencies in the interpretive and educational programs that are essential to completely 

enjoying, appreciating, & respecting our public lands.  Thank you! 

Serving as President this past year, I am proud of what has been accomplished by our staff, 

partner agencies, and volunteer Board of Directors.  Enjoy our first Annual Report, knowing 

that you have been a part of the Black Hills Parks & Forests Association activities to support 

wonder & exploration! 

Many Thanks, 

For over 70 years, Black Hills Parks & Forests Association (BHPFA) has supported wonder & 

exploration through the sale of educational products at our 14 partner locations. These sales 

allow BHPFA to support our public land partners with their education and research 

programs, training, and visitor services.  As a non-profit partner to the National Park Service 

and National Forests, we have many accomplishments to be proud of in 2018!  

 Doubled our member database   

 Handed out over 2,000 rack cards at public events to tell our story and promote our 

mission 

 Launched a new content driven website and new online store that attracted over 30,000 

visitors 

 Developed several outstanding new products featuring all of our public land partners 

 Allocated the highest amount of aid to our partners in one year - $82,440   

All of these accomplishments are not possible without the support of you - our members and 

donors, the creativity of our dynamic staff, the generosity of our supportive board, and our 

agency partners.   We hope you enjoy seeing our 2018 successes and will stay with us 

through the next year and beyond to see how we can all continue to support wonder and 

exploration!   

          Patty Ressler 
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Buffalo Round-Up 2018 Black Hills Sports Show & Outdoor Expo 2019 



 

Every day is a great day on Public Lands. Generous land stewards support our 14 retail outlets 

throughout South Dakota, Wyoming and Nebraska with their purchases.  Enhance your 

commitment to public land stewardship by becoming a BHPFA member and help BHPFA 

support vital education programs, interpretive exhibits and products, and research projects! 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

This is a great way to support the 

Black Hills Parks and Forest. 

Thank you for giving back to our 

local National Parks. 

Thank all of you that 

work in the gift 

shops. 

-   

If you ever visit the Black Hills of Dakota, a membership in the 

association is warranted. The discount on products is worthwhile and 

you support the objectives of the regions parks, federal and state. 

-   

I am a member of BHPFA because nature 

is a natural healer and stress reliever. 

When we are able to spend time in the 

Black Hills, we are able to unwind and 

relax while taking in the beautiful sites and 

smells of pine trees. I want to preserve 

these areas for all to enjoy as our public 

lands are just that – for everyone to enjoy. 

And I want to help preserve it for future 

generations to enjoy. 

-  



 

Wind Cave National Park has used its donations       

from the 2017 bison adoptions to purchase collars      

for their bison herd. The brand new radio collars        

will have satellite transmission that will allow         

wildlife management to better track and                       

record data on the herds movements                  

throughout the park.  

 

 
 

  
 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

   Jewel Cave National Monument plans to 

   use the donations from the 2018 bat          

   adoptions to fund an intern position that will

   directly benefit their current bat population. 

  They will be hiring a Geoscientists-in-the-Parks 

  Intern for the 2019 Summer Season that will study 

 the 9 different bat species currently found at the 

 monument. They will also be using the donations to 

purchase educational materials to better help their visitors 

understand WNS and the impacts it has on the bats at the cave.  
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The amounts presented here are derived from Black Hills Parks & Forests Association’s audited financial 

statements for the year ending October 31, 2018. Please contact us with any questions. 

 

Black Hills Parks & Forests Association is a federally tax-exempt, non-profit 501(c)(3) charitable organization 

Increase in net assets   

  Net assets-beginning   

Net assets-ending   

87%

4%

0%

5%

0% 0%

4%

Gross Profit

Donated Facilities

Interest

Grants/ Donations

Memberships

Miscellaneous

Surcharge Income

Sales       

Cost of Goods Sold    -  
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Wind Cave National Park 

Jewel Cave National Monument 

 
BH National Forest Visitor Center | Pactola Reservoir  

Supervisors Office | Custer, SD 

Mystic Ranger District | Rapid City, SD 

Northern Hills Ranger District | Spearfish, SD 

Bearlodge Ranger District | Sundance, WY 

Hell Canyon Ranger District | Newcastle, WY   

 
Buffalo Gap National Grasslands Visitor Center | Hot Springs, SD 

Hudson-Meng Education & Research Center | Crawford, NE 

Bessey Tree Nursery & Ranger District Office | Halsey, NE 

Ft. Pierre National Grasslands Visitor Center | Ft. Pierre, SD 

Pine Ridge Ranger District Office- NENF & Oglala National Grassland | Chadron, NE 
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How to make sure 
public lands last 
FOREVER 

If you even contemplated answering yes to any of  

these questions, consider supporting our Partners 

individually with a gift! 

Do you want to keep recreation opportunities 

open in the National Grasslands?  

Are you a caving  

enthusiast that is enthralled  

with the recent discoveries at 

Jewel Cave National Monument? 
 

Is protecting the Black Elk  

Wilderness and preserving  

the historic Harney Tower on  

top of your “To Do” list? 

Would you like to learn more about the 

ancient bison bone bed at Hudson-Meng 

Education & Research Center? 

Do you want  

to preserve the  

special bison  

herd and unique 

 boxwork formations  

at Wind Cave  

National Park? 
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